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How to Develop The Core Competencies of Food and
Agricultural in The Twelve-Year Basic Education Curriculum
in Nan Ai Elementary School

Huang-Zong Lai
Principal, Nan-Ai Elementary School

Abstract

The Nanai Elementary School is located at the southernmost tip of Hsinchu City,
situated in a rural area. Within the community, there are three major crops—rice, lychee, and
camellia flowers—all of which are the best in the city. These resources provide an excellent
opportunity for Nanai Elementary School to develop agricultural education. In alignment
with the implementation of the Twelve-Year Basic Education Curriculum and the Food and
Agricultural Education Act, our school has been developing a school-based curriculum
centered around food and agriculture literacy since the academic year 103. This curriculum,
known as the R.I.C.E. program, commenced with the Food Rice Learning Garden, where
students learn about rice cultivation. It has gradually expanded to cover topics related to
environmental ethics, humanistic care, food safety, and sustainable development goals (SDGs).
This initiative has not only influenced our school but has also spread from the school to the
community and the Xiangshan District, driving discussions about food education and culture
in the Xiangshan District. This presentation will introduce the developmental process and

explore the possibilities of implementing food and agricultural education in schools.
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