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Protection and application of flower variety rights

Ming-Chung Liu, Chih-Hao An

Taiwan Seed Improvement and Propagation Station, MOA

B Abstract

Flowers are one of the most important economic industries in the world, and flowers are
characterized by many types and varieties. The development of new varieties is an important
cornerstone of the development of the flower industry. The production of new flower varieties
is the crystallization of the breeders' wisdom. Intellectual property rights should be respected
and feedback given to breeders so that new flower varieties can be continuously produced. The
legal basis of plant variety protection system in Taiwan is the ‘Plant Variety and Seedling
Law’ . Plant variety rights are jointly handled and implemented by the competent authority,
the Agriculture and Food Agency of the Ministry of Agriculture, the Plant Variety Evaluation
Committee, and the certification agency. There have been a total of 3,148 application cases
for plant variety rights in Taiwan, of which 2,630 were for flowers, accounting for 84% of
all applications. Phalaenopsis was the largest, followed by rose, chrysanthemum, poinsettia
and oncidium. The application of flower variety rights can be carried out through licensing
strategies, regional marketing, alliance models, etc., so that new varieties can be fully utilized
in the market, and breeders are given respect and rights, so that breeders can develop new
varieties sustainably and consumers can use excellent flower varieties and promote the

sustainable development of the flower industry.

Keywords: Plant variety rights, Licensing strategies, Global cooperation
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