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Implementation of the Urban Agriculture Policy in
Senior high Schools and Below in Taipei

Ching-Chuan Wu
Section Chief, Sports and Health Care Section, Department of Education, Taipei City Government

Abstract

With extreme weather, energy depletion, and population surges, the 21st century faces
a food crisis. Internationally, there is a concerted effort to develop cities that integrate food
systems and sustainable ecology. People worldwide are increasingly growing their own
food, reintroducing farming into their lives. Major international cities, including London,
Paris, Vancouver, San Francisco, Seattle, New York, Boston, Tokyo, and even Beijing, are
implementing policies for edible landscapes. Farming in the midst of concrete jungles may
seem abstract, but many urban agriculture enthusiasts are gradually advancing a revolutionary
movement. People use idle urban spaces, such as vacant lots next to buildings, community
gardens, school vegetable patches, rooftop gardens, and greenhouses, to farm and grow
vegetables, reshaping cities into sustainable ecological metropolises and establishing "urban
agriculture."

Taipei City proposed the Urban Agricultural policy based on multiple values, including
food and agricultural education, community engagement, creative space utilization, social
welfare, sustainable ecology, and urban landscape. The policy encourages citizens to find
green spaces, building rooftops, school grounds, and corners within the limited urban space to
plant "edible" plants and create an eco-friendly cityscape. Consequently, an implementation
plan for urban agriculture was formulated, which includes promoting green rooftops, creating
a scientific foundation for urban agriculture, organizing Agricultural Days.

In May 2022, the Food and Agricultural Education Act was legislated. Taipei City
Government, through the Industry Development Bureau, Health Bureau, and Department
of Education, manages this initiative, with the Industry Development Bureau overseeing
the overall coordination. The Taipei City Food and Agricultural Education Promotion Plan
was approved by the city's Food and Agriculture Conference in July 2023. The Department
of Education focuses on education, supporting the initiative through policies, regulations,
and budget allocation. The aim is to ensure that every school has an agricultural component.
Through hands-on experiences and education within school campuses, students can understand
the origin and nutritional content of food, appreciate the hard work of farming, and learn to
value food and reduce waste. School-based agricultural education integrates local features and
development, diversifying the agricultural experience across schools, allowing urban students
to appreciate food and understand the entire food system's connections.

Keywords: Urban Agriculture, Food and Agricultural Education, Agricultural Base, Every
School Has Agriculture



