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Development and utilization of sweet potato varieties

Tsai-Wen Yang, Chen-Hsiang Lin and Meng-Huei Lin

Assistant researcher, assiatant researcher and chief of crop improvement section, respectively.
Taoyuan district agricultural research and extension station, COA

tsaiwen@tydais.gov.tw

Abstract

Sweet potato (I[pomoea batatas (L.) Lam.) is one of the most important foods in the world. It
is also an important crop in Taiwan. During the period of cultivation from 1946 to 1960, sweet
potato was second only to rice as the major crop. The breeding period of sweet potato varieties in
Taiwan can be divided to the three periods, the phase I (1895-1945), the phase 11(1946-1960), and
the phase III(1961-), each stage is different for the main use of sweet potato. The target has also
changed, from the main feed starch to the current edible and food processing. Up to now, about 100
sweet potato varieties have been breeded. The two main varieties cultivated in Taiwan are Tainung
57 and Tainung 66 respectively. In order to cope with the impact of climate change, continuous
breeding of excellent food quality and processing characteristics is necessary, we must also
incorporate the characteristics of tolerance for climate change to ensure stable production and

development of the sweet potato industry in the future.
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